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Toc H Week 


Many members take up the challenge. 


p and down Britain - in cities, 

towns and villages - members 

turned out in force to do their 
bit. There were big events and there 
were small. Point 3 in December will 
carry the fuller story, as we are only 
now receiving first reports, but it is 
already clear that there was a wide 
and very creative response. For now, 
we just report three stories which 
illustrate the variety of activities. 


Watford Ladies Branch, for example, 
(who would admit to being very few 
and not as young as they were!) have 
actually taken on a new piece of 
service as a result. During Toc H Week 
they raised funds for toys and made a 
first visit to a local hospital to take 
these gifts. They were warmly 
received and invited to visit any time - 
which they plan to do. 


There were a number of individuals 
who, though living far away from the 
nearest branch, did their bit. One was 
Norman Dyer who, single-handed, 
ensured there would be a display and 


literature in the local library in Reading. 


Stronger branches naturally did much 
more. One example was Kempston. 
They organised a Children’s Party for 
28 children who live near the Toc H 
Charity Shop, to thank their parents 
for supporting the shop. They also ran 
a Wine and Cheese Guest Night with 
the local Mayor present, and raised 
£165 during a collection at a local 
Supermarket. Their efforts were 
wonderfully supplemented by an 
initiative by Scott Rosborough (Pat and 
Jack Tumer’s young grandson). Scott, 
though at ten years old still too young 
to be a member of Toc H, ran his own 
very successful coffee morning, with 
the aid of his friend Aaron, and raised 
£72. Our photo shows Scott at work. 


This pattem was repeated across the 
country, larger branches doing 
ambitious schemes while smaller 
branches made their more modest 
contribution. No-one can doubt that 
there were many people outside Toc H 
who will have said after Toc H Week, 
as one visitor in Kempston did, ‘I 
always wondered what Toc H was, 
and | feel | know now’. 
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Bringing people together 


Toc H 


Toc H Is about people. Founded In 
1915, Toc H works to break down 
barriers between people by 
challenging thelr prejudices about 
others and the divisions which exist 
In soclety. Its work Is based on 
Christian principles, and people of all 
falths, and of none, are welcomed. 


Toc H works with people from all walks 
of life, tackling social problems such as 
loneliness and deprivation through an 
approach which emphasises self-help, 
and encourages people to accept 
responsibility for themselves and their 
local community. 


Toc H uses the model of the compass 
to offer four personal challenges, which 
are the inspiration for its members. The 
Four Points of the Compass are:- 


1. Friendship - ‘To Love Widely’ - 
to welcome all in friendship, 


2. Service - ‘To Build Bravely’ - 
to give personal service. 


3. Fairmindedness - 'To Think Fairly’ - 
to listen always to the views 
of others and to find one's 
own convictions. 


4. The Kingdom of God - ‘To Witness 
Humbly' - to acknowledge the 
spiritual nature of man, to practise 
the Christian way of life, and to help 
the truth to prevail. 


Our Vision is of a Movement 
‘Bullding better communities by 
reaching out to all In friendship and 
service, confronting prejudice, and 
practising Christian values’. 


Toc H Is a registered charity No 211042. 


IN THIS ISSUE: 


Seaside and Balloons 
Point 3 Policy 
By Scotland’s only lake 


Animal Theme Scheme 


CALLING COUNCILLORS. 


The CEC has decided that, 

at future meetings, there will 
always be an agenda item on 
Councillors’ ‘concerns’. During 
that item the CEC will consider 
any comments or queries 
received from Central Councillors. 
Councillors are encouraged to 
use this opportunity to get their 
points over. Send them to the 
CEC via Angela Gregory at 
Central Services. 


During Toc H week, members of Central 
Services Staff helped out at the 
Wendover Toc H charity shop, sorting, 
pricing and displaying goods. Then on 
Market Day they raised £56 when they 
ran a cake, produce and bric-a-brac stall 
and an enjoyable time was had by all! 
Left to right, Pat Phillips, Hazel Scarlett, 


Margaret Winstanley and Tony McMullen. 


Point 3 Is the magazine of Toc H. It takes 
its name from the 3rd Point of the Toc H 
Compass, ‘Falrmindedness'. It seeks to 
inform, to encourage and to stimulate. 


Editor: John Mitchell c/o Toc H Central 
Services, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 01296 623911. Fax: 01296 696137 
E-mail: info@toch.org.uk 

Letters Editor : Ken Prideaux-Brune. 
Next copy deadline: 13th November ‘98 


A full copy of the current Editorial policy 
is available on request from the Editor. 


The opinions expressed are those of the 
individual concerned and not necessarily 
the views of the Editor or Toc H. 


While Point 3 is made available to all 
members free of charge, voluntary 
contributions are welcome. 


The Editors reserve the right to cut 

or précis articles and letters submitted 
unless the writer specifically stipulates 
otherwise. 


Printed on chiorine-free, 
environmentally friendly paper. 


A MAGAZINE FOR M:i- SEE ; 


CEC clarifies Point 3 policy. 


t its meeting in September, 
the Central Executive 
Committee agreed a new 
Editorial Policy for Point 3. It asked 
that an early issue of the new 
Point 3 should explain the main 
points of this policy. 


e Although recognising that 
Point 3 may have some Public 
Relations use, the CEC is clear it 
is primarily for Toc H Members, 
Guest Members and those 
closely associated with Toc H. 


e Its main aim is to be a vehicle 


for communication inside Toc H. 
It should 


e challenge membership 

e promote growth 

e create understanding of the 
ethos of Toc H 

e inform and educate readers 
about Toc H activities, wants 
and needs 

e communicate key policies 
and decisions 


e The content should appeal to 
a wide range of ages and 
intellect and give a balanced 


picture of Toc H's circumstances 


and affairs. 


It is appropriate for Point 3 to 
feature national fund-raising and 
promotional activities. Local fund- 
raising and promotional activities 
should be publicised in Regional 
and Divisional publications. 
Similarly, Point 3 will not normally 
advertise local events and 
activities unless the Editor feels 
there is a special reason to do so, 


Point 3 may carry external 
advertising as long as this does 
not cost Toc H anything and as 
long as the advertiser's 
corporate image, product and /or 
services are compatible with 

Toc H values. This applies equally 
to commercial sponsorship of 
Point 3 - and that would only be 
allowed if there was an agreed 
minimum period, e.g. 12 months. 


Point 3 will continue to be sent, 
free, to all Toc H Members, 

Guest Members, and Builders. it 
will also be sent to other external 
readers when it is felt this would 
benefit Toc H. Members and 
Builders will be invited, annually, 


to make a voluntary contribution 
to its cost. (But you need not 
wait to be reminded! Editor) 


e The CEC will review Point 3 at its 
January Meeting each year. 


Welcome to our New Members 


Brian Martindale, Alan Taylor - 
Halton Group 

Janet Barton, Joanne Fox, 
Rhoda Martin & Pauline Riley - 
Leeds TAG 


Guest Members 


Brian Bertie, Justine Green & 
Andrew Sackfield - NE Projects 
John Barlow, Faith Barlow, 

Helen Fleming, David Barlow 

& Stephen Roberts - NW Projects 
Denise Boulton, Zoe Burton 

& Kevin Rayner - SW Projects 


Joan Gaunt - Melton Mowbray 
Ms L Mariott - MONTAG 
June Mooney - Leicester 
David McCheyne - ME Projects 
Elizabeth Keogh - SE Projects 


Margaret Gordon - SCOTLAND 
Lore Debergh, Lode Deiputte, 
Cordelia Kelly, Brenda Mencharan, 
Jenny Peppiatt, Natasha Picardo 

& Tina Taylor - SE Projects 

John Challenger, David Claringbould 
& Phil Moran - WM/SW Projects 


Welcome to 33 New Members 


“ASIDE AND BALLOONS 


a week touring East 
Anglian resorts, selling 
helium balloons as a fund- 
raising exercise for Toc H. 
One volunteer, Joanna 
Grant, wrote afterwards 
with the following letter and 
poem. We felt this was 
worth sharing with readers - 
and we felt this even more 
so when, a few weeks later, 
the bomb exploded in Omagh. 
Jo lives in Omagh and is a volunteer 
in the Oxfam shop. On the day of 
the bomb she was not on duty in 
the shop, but two of her close 
friends were, and they died. 


[: July a project spent 


| first became involved in Toc H 
three years ago when | joined the 
‘Ferry Challenge’ project, moving 
up the coast from Poole to Hull, 
collecting money and doing various 
community work on the way. In 
those ten days | found hope, 
strength and freedom that seven 
years of psychiatric ‘help’ and 
hospital inpatient admissions had 
never been able to give me. | was 
accepted for myself, however quiet 
and insecure | felt inside, and, most 
important, | didn't have to hide 
behind the stifling masks. 


Last week | did another Toc H 
project; the ballaon race down the 
East Coast of England. I’m 23 now, 
and a lot of water has flowed under 
the bridge in the past few years, but 
inside there's still a lot of insecurity 
and pain that makes it harder than 


CLIMBING FOR 


Joanna Is In the centre, next to Stephen Cowling, Project Leader. 


ever to get out and ‘belong’. 


| wrote this poem as a sequel to one 


l wrote on the Ferry Challenge from 
that same coast. It is my way of 
saying thank-you to Toc H for 
everything it has done for me. 
Someone once told me: ‘However 
much you give you always get far, 
far more back.’ Well, last week | 


gave seven days of my time to walk 


up and down a promenade with my 


face painted as a clown and a dozen 


balloons tied to my wrist! In return | 
got to give fram my heart and be 

part of a group. | was accepted as a 
person in my own right. | was given 


a light in place of total darkness and, 


what is more important than you'll 
ever know, | laughed and had fun. 


i got back a thousand times more 
than | gave, but that is Toc H for 
you. | only pray that one day we 
can get projects and branches over 
here to Northern Ireland. There was 
never a country so much in need of 
breaking down barriers and never a 
charity so able to do just that. 


TOC H 


hilippa Borchard (Ripon Group) and 
Px Houghton (Ipswich Branch) 
joined the Dales Traverse. This is a 
25-mile walk over the Yorkshire Dales. 
David - though more accustomed to 
Suffolk gradients - did a respectable 
10 miles. Philippa - in home territory - 
completed the walk in a creditable 
10 hours, 32 minutes. They were 
sponsored to raise money, partly for 
Toc H and partly for the skin condition 
research charity DEBRA. Final totals 
are not yet known and after-the-event 
sponsorship would still be welcome! 


Sea-Calling (The Sequel). 


Again | stand beside the sea 
And watch the waves disperse. 

Three years have passed since 

sitting here 

Inspired me to verse. 

Today there's little beauty 
In the calling of the tide 

What happened to the haven 
When emotions could abide? 


The beauty locked in nature 
Has emerged and flown its nest. 
This isn’t now the picture 
Where an inner soul can rest, 
But should I really need to look 
At what my eyes can view 
For is it not a greater light 
In what I'm here to do? 


It's three years since | found Toc H 
And, with it, many friends - 

The times when I'm accepted 
And a broken fragment mends. 

I still hold little value 
In the person that you see, 

But through these Toc H projects 
I'm closer to the key. 


The water leaps upon the sand 
And tears are washed away. 
The pain I've tried so hard to lose 
No longer hurts today. 
Inside I'm just as muddled 
But this week there’s time to 
breathe: 
The open wounds of childhood 
Are granted a reprieve. 


High above the promenade 
A lone balloon takes flight 
Up into the boundless sky 
And drifting out of sight. 
Why can't I take self-hatred 
And attach it to a string; 
Send it up with helium 
Upon an angel's wing. 


But when the project's over, 
Though I can't let go my past, 
The laughter and the fellowship 
Will help my strength to last. 
Toc H love is all our love, 
A love that comes for free, 
And all of us can hold it, 
In our heart's capacity. 


BY SCOTLAND'S © 'N 


uring August a group of 

elderly people, who 

normally live alone, enjoyed 
a wonderful holiday at the Lake of 
Menteith. Together with leaders and 
helpers, the whole party numbered 
37. The project was run by the Toc 
H THAT'S group in Glasgow. We 
print here some extracts from a 
fuller report by George McKelvie, 
the group’s project co-ordinator. 


Well we did it! After all the obstacles 
and difficulties, the different strands 
came together, from England’s Black 
Country, from flamboyant Italy, from 
strange and weird places like Ibrox 
and Pollok, and let us not forget, a 
place called Paisley. We gathered on 
Friday 7th August and during the 
next seven days we were to forge 
new and, | hope, lasting friendships. 


| have been involved in holidays like 
this for a few years but | can truly 
say that the time we spent 
together was very special. We 
were determined to have a great 
time having fun, especially in our 
devotions. In the morning and 
evening the helpers took turns 

in leading our dedications with their 


i 


LY 


excellent. A big thank-you to John 
and his assistant and everyone for 
their hard work. Indeed to 
everyone who gave a week of their 
busy lives. The people on holiday 
were so kind and appreciative ang 
so many thanks were expressed. 


thoughts for the day. They were all 
very special and will stay with us 


all year. 


The weather wasn't the best, but 
each day we went on trips - one 
to Loch Katrine where we took a 
sail on the ferry, Sir Walter Scott 
(see photograph). On Wednesday 
night we went to a show with Jim 
McLeod and his band in 
Callander's Rob Roy 
Centre. Prior to this we 
watched two pipe bands 
play in the Square 
outside. One of the Bands 
was from Florida USA - 

a most enjoyable 
experience. Even our 
Italian friends were 


What about next year? Well, the 
feeling is we might have to look 


dancing in the street. 

We also had crafts, 
painting and decorating 
jars and jugs and 
shopping bags, and we 
participated in games like 
Beetle Drive and Bingo. 


On the last evening we 
had our party. Two ladies 
from the Royal Opera 
sang and the food was 


CAREFREE CARERS 
Holiday project at Lindridge. 


nce again the S. West Region 

organised a holiday for 

Carers in August. The sun 
shone and eight people whose lives 
are usually tied to the care of others 
had a chance to relax. The week 
was balanced between unplanned 
time - so guests could ‘switch off’ 
and do what they wanted - and 
activities. These included walks on 
Dartmoor, a boat trip from Totnes to 
Dartmouth, seeing the lights at 
Torquay, night walks, and even 
chasing escaped goats! 


LEEDS ANIMAL 


n the first two weeks of August, 24 
| people came together. Twelve were 

Toc H volunteers from all around the 
country and Belgium. The other twelve all 
came from the Leeds area and were referred 
through Social Services as young adults with 
learning difficulties. Penny Weynberg of the 
Leeds Toc H Action Group writes: 


One of the guests, Janet Tilley, put 
her thoughts into a poem. She paid 
tribute to the leaders, ‘Daphne 
hasn't stopped running all week’ 
and shared her own anxiety at the 
start, ‘One half of you feeling 
scared, the other very excited’. 

By the end she could say, ‘Thank 
you for a magical holiday!’ 


We came together for various activities 
around the theme of Animals. We went to a 
farm and mucked out pigs and cleaned out 
the duck pond. We went to an equestrian 
centre and groomed the horses. We visited 
the police who showed us their dogs and 
horses. We went to Tropical World to see 
butterflies and other exotic things. We 
spent a day at Leeds Royal Armouries 
where we were told all about animals in war 


Six of those on the project expressed 

interest in Guest Membership of Toc H 
and the guests are planning a reunion 
in September in a Taunton pub. 


“f AB 


for a bigger venue so work has 
begun already. However, our 

Toc H Group have gained so much 
from this holiday our enthusiasm 
will carry us on through the winter 
and into next year. My thanks to 
John and Anne Cathcart, also to 
Division One Toc H staff for their 
dedication and support both 
physical and spiritual. 


L THEME SCHEME 


ar 


and saw a falconry demonstration (among 
other things). We also had various centre- 
based activities, such as collages and 
treasure hunts. We had a circus skills 
workshop where we learnt to juggle, spin 
plates, and play diabolo, and every one of 
us walked the tight rope. We did a lot. 


On the last day there was an open day for 
parents, friends and other interested parties. 
We provided a buffet, displayed our collages 
and scrapbooks of the fortnight's activities, 
and showed off our new-found skills. 


Great fun was had by all and we learnt much 
from each other and from our activities 
together. So why don't you join us next 
summer for more August Fun Together? (See 
events brochure for details - early next year). 


IN BRIEF 


TAUNTON BRANCH decided to take 
Toc H into the countryside. Their 
target was North Curry, a village 
eight miles out of town. At the 
annual, very popular, Village Fair, 
they ran a stall selling goods in aid 
of their project fund, handed out 
literature and gave away free 
balloons. Considerable interest was 
shown. They then turned their 
attention to the Fashion Show 
which Somerset District planned 
for Toc H Week. 


Taunton members at work in North Curry. 


JERSEY ST HELIER BRANCH 
recently received a Certificate of 
Appreciation from the South 
Western Branch of the R.N.I.B. 

This was to mark 40 years in which 
the branch had raised thousands of 
pounds for the R.N.I.B. by emptying 
collecting boxes. Because of age 
and a smaller membership the 
Branch has had to give this up, but 
has arranged for it to be continued 
by new collectors. The Branch 
continues collecting spectacles 
which go, via Toc H in Norfolk, to 
Africa and other parts of the world. 


The R.N.LB. says ‘thank you' 


i oes 
Children from SpHtalflelds, East London, 
enjoying a camping holiday at the Toc H 

Rickmansworth Activity Centre. This was 
one of a number of S.E. Region Projects. 


PLYMPTON LADIES' BRANCH has 
pioneered a variation on the usual 
Coffee Moming. They run a Coffee 
Week, no less! Every year they go to 
Harewood House, run a stall, 
distribute literature, and raise money. 
Six members also enjoyed the recent 
Quiet Day at Lindridge House. 


GRAYS WOMEN'S BRANCH points 
out that other small branches (Ct is 
just five strong) can also do their bit. 
Grays runs regular Coffee Mornings, 
at a member's home (low cost!), 
with Bring-and-Buy, raffles, second- 
hand books and food. There is no 
charge - but donations are invited 
and, because everyone has to 
squeeze in, it is very friendly. These 
Coffee Mornings have become a 


well-known local event. The latest 
raised £160 for central funds. 


A eS EN 
‘Beauty and the Beast’ - Laurie Tuckey 
(CEC member) with some of the young 
people Involved with the children's camp 
this summer at Gilwell Park. 


Raising Our Profile 

It would break a long tradition of being 
quiet, humble and even hiding one's 
light under a bushel, but has the time 
not come for Toc H to issue something 
short of a distress signal to those who 
know it not and to those who knew it 
once, perhaps in palmier days? 


l imagine that there are many like 
myself (a former warden of Mark 7) 
who owe Toc H a lot and have moved 
on, often led into vocations that 

Toc H's unique and splendid ethos 
and achievements have prompted 
(teaching in my case). We constitute 
a body of hidden, inactive support 
who might well be called on for a 
special effort (even billed as a 
relaunch?). My working assumption 
is that there are many like me, 
bothered and feeling somewhat 
impotent. | would be happy to 
contact the handful | am still in touch 
with and/or to help draft a letter as 
the basis of something cogent, sent 
out either by people like me or direct 
from Wendover. 


Is there a case for asking Patrons for 
a special effort themselves? Are we 
able without pathos to alert other 
similar organisations to our plight? 
Might they have ideas that have 
worked for them? Might all members 
be charged to hand at least one copy 
of Point 3 to others? The Events 
Brochure ought to be very widely 
known and similarly distributed. 


Forgive me if this is annoyingly close 
to endless discussions already 
undertaken but | am very eager to 
help. So are others, surely. 
Bryan Podmore 
Craven Arms 


Christian Values? 

Can someone, anyone, give me a 
definitive answer as to what 
‘Christian values’ actually are? My 
dictionary offers no help. I've 
consulted various priests, chaplains 
and other learned and holy people, all 
of whom are happy to say what their 
values amount to but not what a 
Christian's should be. The only reason 
I'm asking is that I’m apparently 
supposed to be practising them. 


You see, I've been a member of Toc H 
for about three years and, during this 
time I've been doing my best to be 
welcoming, happy to help, open to all 
points of view, and ready to explore 
my own thoughts and feelings. But 
‘practise Christian values'? Well, to be 
truthful it's got me stumped, and as 
it's the closing line of our Vision 
Statement it must be pretty 
important. | find the majority of the 
Vision Statement to be more than 
acceptable. It is concise and easy to 
read, it avoids rhetoric and it 
presents a clear view of what | feel 
Tac H is about. It is quite simply the 
reference to Christian values that | 
find a problem. 


| find this vague at best. What are 
Christian values? They can be taken 
as everything from being open and 
friendly through to the slaughter of 
millions during the Crusades. 


I'm not saying that Toc H should 
abandon or disown its Christian basis. 
On the contrary, | think we should be 
proud of what has gone before and | 
find Hugh Potts’s comments on 
remembering our Elder Brethren 
(Letters - September ‘98) particularly 
helpful and refreshing. However, as a 
non-Christian, | find this new 
emphasis on Christianity within the 
movement both alienating and 
insulting. What the movement seems 
to claim as ‘Christian values’ are also 
the values of most Muslims and 
Sikhs and Buddhists and PEOPLE. 
And this is what I find insulting, that 
we have claimed on behalf of 
Christians a set of morals that many 
non-Christians hold dear. 


I'm sure that the Chaplaincy Team will 
be able to furnish me with the 
definitive answer as to what Christian 
values are. I'll be awaiting their 
response with bated breath. 
Diccon Lowe 
Skipton 


Flanagan & Allen 

| have recently seen a Flanagan & 
Allen show, from which | learned that 
the music-hall stars first met at 
Poperinge during the Great War. It 
occurred to me to wonder a) if they 


visited the Old House und b) if so, is 
there any record of visitors during 
that time? 


It would be marvellous if any Point 3 
readers have the answer. 
Amy Luke 
Ipswich 


Attracting Younger People 
| am one of those members who 
enjoy having Point 3 delivered to their 
door and hope this service can be 
continued economically. | read every 
article and letter and enjoy the 
different points of view, also reading 
about the young ones’ involvement 
with projects. | wonder why we in 
Scotland cannot attract more young 
ones to our branches. But do the 
majority of us want them and the 
changes they might bring? It appears 
not, as we recently had a vote for 
our Central Councillor - Jim, early 80s, 
and Bill, early 60s, were our 
candidates. No disrespect to them, 
but why not give a new face a 
chance, and hopefully we’ll have new 
ideas and attract younger ones into 
the movement? 

Sheila Forsyth 

Coupar Angus 


Why not E-mail your 
letters to us on: 
info@toch.org.uk 


RUNNING FOR 
LINDRIDGE 


May |! take this opportunity to 
thank those branches, lone 
members and friends who 
responded so generously to the 
Lindridge Marathon Appeal. 


Robert Tinnyunt completed 
the London Marathon in the 
excellent time of 3 hours, 

46 minutes, raising the 
magnificent total of £2447.30. 


Alan Hawkins 
Paignton 


SRDON ECOS, eg in July, was an 
energetic member fom many years. He had 
held virtually every office at all levels, but will 
be best remembered for his devoted work for 
Alison House. His hard work and enthusiasm 
were largely responsible for creating the 
successful Management Committee. He 
always found time for Toc H despite many 
other commitments, as headmaster, church 
organist, and to many other charities. He was 
a genuinely modest man, always seeing the 
best in people, and a warm and generous 
friend. Toc H is one of many organisations 
that have suffered a great loss. BP 


DOROTHY CROCKETT (known as Don) died in 
September aged 93. Born and bred in Taunton, 
she was a founder-member of Taunton Branch 
in the 1920s. Always cheerful, with a bright 
smile and great sense of fun, she gave much 
to branch life. Only a few days before she died, 
she said, ‘Toc H is a wonderful experience’. To 
Don, with her strong Christian faith, it was 
truly a way of life, and she spent it in the 
service of others. WO 


DOUG PARKER, who died very suddenly in 
September, aged 82, was a widely loved and 
respected figure in the South East Region and 
Division 3. He was Chairman of the Divisional 
Development Team throughout its existence 
and Regional Chairman until this year. He was 
also a stalwart member of London District 
(Treasurer for many years) and at local level, 
where he gave much time to Mill Hill Branch 
(where he joined Toc H in 1961) especially its 
Film Unit and regular bookstall. Above all, 
though, his legacy to Toc H is the 
Rickmansworth Activity Centre, which, 
without his energy and commitment, would 
very probably not be operating as it is... and 
the children who enjoyed camping there this 
summer (see p 5) would have been the 
poorer. We mourn a devoted Toc H member. 


TRIBUTES 


WALTER ERNEST BRUTON, who died in 
August, joined Edmonton Branch in the late 
"20s. Later he was a member of Enfield 
Branch, and then Newbury, holding many 
offices in both. During a three-year spell in 
New Zealand in the '50s he became a 
committed blood donor long before the 
formal organisation was set up. He was a 
keen gardener and in the ‘60s sold roses 
for Tac H via Point 3. AB 


REGINALD ROBERTSON joined St Thomas 
Branch, in Exeter in 1947, shortly after his 
return from war service in Burma. When it 
closed he transferred to Exeter Branch and 
celebrated his 50 years of membership as 
part of the branch's 75th birthday 
celebrations last year. He was a regular 
member until this summer when ill health 
finally prevented him attending. He also 
supported the twice yearly meetings of 
former members of St Thomas Branch. DG 


FREDERICK (RON) HILTON, who died in 
Newport, 1.0.W., in September, had been 

a committed member for over 50 years. 
He had been Chairman of Cowes Branch, a 
Central Councillor and a District Secretary 
over many years. He was a tireless worker 
for the community of Cowes, as a church- 
man, a town councillor and in many 
voluntary organisations as well as Toc H. 
He will be greatly missed on the island. JR 


CYRIL ROBINSON, who died in August, was 
a prominent member of Sprowston Branch 
in the early post-war years. The project for 
which he will be most remembered was the 
Hospital Commentary Service from Carrow 
Road Football Ground, for which he warked 
tirelessly for years. He was also 
instrumental in forming the new branch at 
Wroxham. We remember Cyril and his life of 
dedication to the church and parish. LL 


VALERE DEROO, Chairman of Poperinge 
Branch, died in September after a painful 
illness. In 1982 he was, with Charles and Ivy 
Swan, the driving force in starting Swan's 
Toc H Group, which later became Poperinge 
Branch. Valere was well known locally for his 
work with Toc H and other organisations. 
Branch activities such as the Talbot House 
Open Day, card-playing weekends and 
Christmas parties for children with learning 
difficulties were among his initiatives. Over 
the past months, despite illness, he was 
much invalved with plans for this year’s 
World Chain of Light, which starts in the 
Upper Room, and he was looking forward 
to it. He will be greatly missed. MB 


JACK (JOHN) BETTS, who died in 
September, was for many years Jobmaster 
of Sprowston Branch. During the '60s and 
‘70s he quietly and efficiently organised 
bowls matches and games when the branch 
made regular visits to Thorpe St. Andrews 
Hospital. He will be remembered for his 
cheerful and friendly fellowship to us all. LL 


GEORGE EUSTANCE, who died in 
September, aged 83, had a long association 
with Toc H. He joined Mold Branch in 1935, 
at the age of 21, and founded the Beacon 
Branch, West Kirby, in the ‘SOs. His work 
and experiences with Toc H were the 
foundation for his later work with 
Abbeyfield, Opportunity Merseyside, V.S.O., 
C.S.V. and the Prince's Trust, as well as 

his working life in teaching and later with 
young people in inner-city Liverpool. His 
work was recognised in 1972 when he was 
made an MBE. During his ten years of 
retirement in Kendal, he was much involved 
in his local church, and many friends from 
all over the country attended the Service 
of Thanksgiving there, which included the 
Toc H Prayer. PO 


> Aò 
OBITUARIES TEDDIES FOR ZIMBABWE BOO 
Pat Roberts, Toc H Northern Area Chair in Zimbabwe, mme AN g 
writes: ‘Two ‘knitters’ and I have just been to Harare LA 
In August William Bradley Darlington Central Hospital to deliver 105 Teddies to three Caml ENN J 
Walter Bruton Newbury children's wards, making a total of 655 delivered N —_ 
since we started. It is amazing how the project has ll- i 
Arthur Norman Swansea taken off. Among many people who have provided them, SZ 
Reginald Robertson Lyme Bay in response to my newspaper letter, was Saltmines Ministries, in 
Sybil Welch Richmond Dudley, West Midlands, who sent 52 as packing to protect the 
electrical equipment they sent to a Harare School’. 
Among the many thanks received by Toc H was a letter from 
In sepismber Dre BAGS eae Toen Sr. Irene Mhlanga, Unit Manager in the Children's Rehabilitation 
Cyril Davey Nailsea Unit, Harare Central Hospital. She said ‘They are children from poor 
Hilda Davies Greenbank rural backgrounds who have some form of permanent disability. 
Valère Deroo Poperinge Many of them have never had a doll or toy before and they are 
. really thrilled with them. I'm sure it has helped them to overcome 
ed sae Css sco slo's their fear of hospital admission’ and from the Family Support Trust 
Doris Key Newcastle ‘These children have to undergo tests and taking their Teddy with 
Douglas Parker Mill Hill them helps enormously’. 
Leslie Pritchard Somerset The Point 3 office now holds knitting patterns for these Teddies, 
so if any UK member wishes to do some knitting, a copy can be 
3 4 Isle of Wight sent if you send a s.a.e. to The Editor, at Central Services. 
allgiedele, Ir Arecki ieem ZA a “ In our September issue we printed an address where to send them. 
Florence White Sandown/Shanklin This was slightly wrong - they should be sent to: Toc H Project 
(WO 2/68), c/o Miss Pat Roberts, 6, 86th Avenue, Mabelreign, 
Not Previously Harare, Zimbabwe. 
Recorded Albert Fair Barkingside The Customs declaration should read ‘Gift - less than £10 - not for resale’ 
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THIRTY-FIVE MEMORABLE 
POEMS FROM THE 
First WorLD War. 


To commemorate the 
eightieth anniversary of the 
end of the First World War, 
we are releasing this unique 
audio tape, a treasury of 
poetry written by young 
men who never returned. 
Articulating the hopes, fears 
and aspirations of “The Lost 
Generation”, this tribute is 
read by Gerald McNally, 
former RSC/National Theatre actor. 


Sales of the tape will benefit a number of charities 
associated with the subject matter, including Toc H. 
Each tape costs £7.95 + £2.00 p&p = £9.95 
(overseas orders add £1.00). Toc H will receive £1 
for every tape bought by Toc H members or friends, 
but you must make sure you mention Toc H when 
you order your tape. 


Tapes are available from: 
ACCESS TRUST, Lynwood B.D.C., 
Lynwocd Terrace, 

Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE4 6UL. 


bapoa Th he 


ACCESS TRUST 


Toc H Diary 


There will not be a Toc H Diary for 1999. This is part 
of the cost-cutting programme which the CEC is 
having to maintain. 


We are sorry about this, as we know members value 
it. However, if any member especially misses the 

Toc H information, addresses, etc. which were at the 
front of previous diaries, please write to Central 
Services at Wendover. You will be sent this 
information (for 1999) in a small booklet form - 
which you can keep in another diary of you wish. 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


TWO DESIGNS 
1 ROBINS AND 1 RELIGIOUS 
SIZE 4” X 4" - 5 CARDS IN PACK 
COST £1.20 per pack plus 25p p&p per pack 


Orders & cheques to: 
Toc H Central Services, Wendover. 


Designed and Printed by HB&A 
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TOC H STAMP APPEAL. 


A reminder that we still receive a steady 
stream of income from the Toc H Used Stamp 
Appeal, thanks to the sterling work of Tony Cock. 


He is always happy to receive used stamps - 
which can be sent to him, either via 
Central Services at Wendover 
or direct, to Tony Cock, 7 Tournay Close, 
Lympne, Hythe, Kent, CT21 4LL. 


JACK AND PAT’S 
POPERINGE HOLIDAY 1999 


Jack and Pat Turner will be taking a party to 
Poperinge for five nights - Thursday 6th May 
to Tuesday 11th May, 1999. Cost: £195.00, 
fully inclusive plus insurance cover. 

If you are interested, please write to us for full 
details - at: 5 Canons Close, Wootton, Bedford, 
MK 43 9DP - tel: 01234-768410. 


CHANGE OF TELEPHONE NUMBER 


Please note that Terry Brown, 

Div 3 Chaplain/Development Officer, is now 
on 01202-269425 (Mobile 0836-241929) 
and NO LONGER on the number given in 
the 1998 Toc H Diary. 


‘Self Catering in Old Flanders’ 
with a British welcome. One hour from Calais. 
Situated in ‘Viamertinghe’, a rustic farmhouse 
sleeping four to six in peace and quiet 
with log stoves. Close to major Battlefields. 


Small library with maps available. 


For full details, brochure and booking or 
for an informal chat, please telephone 
Jeffrey Crocker on 0181- 858 7328 or write to: 
16 THE BUTTS, OTFORD, 
SEVENOAKS, KENT TN14 5PR 


Specia! rates for W.FA., O.A.Ps and ex-Service Veterans. 


London 0171 831 7076 


